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My agenda for America is one that 

values health care and education and 
hard work. Those are American values, 
and they were on display in the bill the 
President just vetoed. I regret the 
President’s decision, and millions of 
other Americans do, too. 

f 

NATIONAL ADOPTION DAY 
Mr. CARDIN. This Saturday, Novem-

ber 17, is the eighth annual National 
Adoption Day. On this day, courts 
across the country will open their 
doors to finalize the adoption of thou-
sands of children from foster care. 

This month, four Maryland cities will 
celebrate with events: Baltimore, Ur-
bana, Rockville, and our capital city of 
Annapolis. In Baltimore on Saturday, 
November 17, the Circuit Court for Bal-
timore City will finalize the adoptions 
of more than 40 children. The court 
will host an event with face painting, 
arts and crafts, a dessert reception, and 
a commemorative photography session. 
Local businesses have donated toys and 
gift certificates for the children. Also, 
on Saturday, November 17, the Mont-
gomery County Department of Health 
and Human Services, Child Welfare 
Services, will host an appreciation 
luncheon in Rockville. In Urbana on 
Sunday, November 18, an organization 
called Adoptive Families and Friends 
will host a celebration at the Urbana 
Public Library. They will have bal-
loons, refreshments, entertainment, 
and representatives of adoption agen-
cies, cultural groups, and support 
groups. Finally, in Annapolis on Thurs-
day, November 29, the Circuit Court for 
Anne Arundel County will finalize be-
tween 10 to 15 adoptions and then host 
a reception for the new families and 
guests. 

Mr. President, celebrations similar to 
these four in Maryland will occur all 
across our Nation in the days to come. 
The new families will serve as the in-
spiration for countless more adoptions 
in the years to come. By facilitating 
these adoptions, the lawyers, foster 
care workers, child advocates, judges, 
and others are building strong families 
and stronger communities. 

This is my first year in the Senate, 
but for several years in the House of 
Representatives, I had the privilege of 
serving as ranking member on the 
Ways and Means Subcommittee on 
Human Resources, which handled 
issues related to families, foster care, 
and adoptions. Its new name is the In-
come Security and Family Support 
Subcommittee. In 1997, the committee 
worked in a bipartisan manner to pass 
the Adoption and Safe Families Act. 
That law created the Adoption Incen-
tives Program, which provides incen-
tive payments to States to promote 
adoptions out of foster care, with addi-
tional incentives provided for the adop-
tion of foster children with special 
needs. Since that time, we have seen a 
substantial increase in the number of 
those adoptions—more than 60 percent. 

Then in 2003, Representative DAVE 
CAMP and I authored, and Congress 

passed, the Adoption Promotion Act. It 
was introduced in the Senate by Sen-
ators GRASSLEY and LANDRIEU, and be-
came law on December 2, 2003. That bill 
reauthorized the program providing 
States with incentives for increasing 
overall adoptions, and it created bo-
nuses for placing older children in per-
manent homes. It also authorizes the 
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices to penalize States that fail to pro-
vide the Federal Government adequate 
data on adoptions and foster care serv-
ices. 

That law will expire next year, and 
to ensure that these vital programs can 
continue, Congress will need to reau-
thorize it. We still need more families 
willing to bring children into their 
homes. More than 114,000 American 
children are still awaiting adoption, 
and half of them are over 9 years old. 
These are the children who have the 
least chance of being adopted and the 
greatest chance of spending the rest of 
their childhood in foster care, so we 
must do more to help find adoptive 
families for them. I will be listening 
closely to the people of Maryland to 
learn how we can improve upon current 
laws. 

Despite all the work we have done to 
promote adoptions, more than 25,000 
age out of foster care every year. That 
means that they reach adulthood with-
out ever having received permanent 
placement with a family. In Sep-
tember, a few of my colleagues and I 
participated in a wonderful event spon-
sored by the Orphan Foundation of 
America. We went to the Mansfield 
Room and helped put together care 
packages that are sent to college stu-
dents across the country. It is some-
thing that many of us who have put 
children through college don’t auto-
matically think about. We have sent 
our college-age kids care packages 
with clothing, food, and other items. 
But what about the students without 
parents? This organization, with fund-
ing from Federal Express and many 
other companies, assembles and ships 
more than 3,700 packages to college 
campuses every year. I had the honor 
of meeting six talented students from 
Maryland—four from Morgan State 
University, one from the University of 
Maryland College Park, and one from 
the College of Southern Maryland. 
They have all the brains, promise, and 
enthusiasm of their fellow students, 
but they aged out of foster care, so 
they need our support to make the 
transition into adulthood a smoother 
one. 

Mr. President, I believe every child 
deserves a loving family and a safe 
place to call home. We in Congress 
have the power to make that a reality 
for many of the more than 100,000 fos-
ter children now waiting for a family. I 
ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating the children who will be 
adopted this week and in working on 
policies that will help children who re-
main in foster care to get the opportu-
nities they deserve. 

THE GREAT AMERICAN SMOKEOUT 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today is 

the American Cancer Society’s 31st an-
nual Great American Smokeout. This 
is an annual event designed to encour-
age the 45.8 million Americans who 
smoke tobacco to kick the habit. First 
held in 1977, American Smokeout Day 
challenges smokers to give up their 
cigarettes for 24 hours, in the hope that 
their decision to quit will be perma-
nent. 

Each year, approximately 440,000 
Americans die from tobacco-related 
diseases. Lung cancer is the leading 
cause of cancer deaths for both men 
and women, accounting for one in five 
deaths in the United States. In Mary-
land alone in 2005, there were more 
than 7,000 smoking-related deaths, 
many from lung cancer. 

Americans know much more today 
about the dangers of tobacco than we 
did 31 years ago when this event first 
took place. We know cigarettes contain 
more than 250 chemicals that are 
known to be harmful, including hydro-
gen cyanide, which is used in making 
chemical weapons; carbon monoxide, 
which is found in car exhaust fumes; 
and ammonia, which is used in house-
hold cleaners. 

We have also learned that smoking 
affects not only tobacco users, but also 
the people around them. Recent re-
search has demonstrated the serious 
hazards of secondhand smoke. Second-
hand smoke causes nearly 3,400 lung 
cancer deaths and 46,000 heart disease 
deaths in adult nonsmokers in the 
United States each year, and it is espe-
cially harmful to young children. Trag-
ically, secondhand smoke is cited as 
the cause of approximately 430 sudden 
infant death syndrome, SIDS, fatalities 
in the United States each year. 

My home State of Maryland is 1 of 22 
States that have enacted laws banning 
smoking in nearly all public places. 
Gov. Martin O’Malley signed the Clean 
Indoor Air Act of 2007 into law on May 
17, 2007. It will go into effect on Feb-
ruary 1, 2008. This law specifically pro-
hibits smoking in public meeting 
places, public transportation vehicles, 
and indoor places of employment, in-
cluding all restaurants and bars. 

We also know it is never too late to 
quit. There are significant health bene-
fits to quitting, even after 30 or more 
years of smoking. Studies have shown 
that quitting at age 30 reduces one’s 
chances of dying from smoking-related 
diseases by more than 90 percent, and 
quitting by age 50 reduces one’s 
chances by more than 50 percent. 

Today is also a prime opportunity for 
our seniors who still smoke to quit. 
Doing so will save overall health care 
costs and save lives. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, 9.3 percent of Americans age 
65 and older smoke cigarettes, and 
nearly 300,000 seniors die of smoking- 
related diseases every year. The Cen-
ters for Medicare and Medicaid Serv-
ices have estimated that smoking-re-
lated health problems accounted for 
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about 10 percent of total Medicare 
costs. 

Many elderly smokers began their 
habit decades ago, when tobacco com-
panies told us that smoking carried no 
health risks. But we know better now, 
and help is available. Since 2005, Medi-
care has covered the cost of smoking 
cessation counseling for beneficiaries 
with diseases caused by tobacco use, 
such as cardiovascular disease, lung 
disease, weak bones, blood clots, and 
cataracts. Medicare also covers coun-
seling for beneficiaries who take medi-
cations for diabetes, hypertension, 
blood clots, and depression because to-
bacco use can reduce the effectiveness 
of these medicines. Medicare Part D 
plans also cover smoking-cessation 
products such as nicotine patches and 
gum as long as they are prescribed by 
a physician. 

There has been significant progress 
in the fight against cancer, and one 
factor is the decline in overall smoking 
rates in the U.S. But a recent New 
York Times article entitled, ‘‘The 
Smoking Scourge Among Urban 
Blacks,’’ reported dramatic increases 
in smoking among poor minorities in 
cities across America and particularly 
in my home town of Baltimore. On city 
streets, cigarettes are sold individually 
as ‘‘loosies’’ for 50 cents each, tar-
geting people who cannot afford the 
nearly $5 cost of a full pack. Despite 
the success of antismoking campaigns 
among American society as a whole, 
recent research shows that more than 
half of poor, Black young adults still 
smoke. So we must continue to do 
more to educate minority children and 
young adults about the health hazards 
of smoking. We won’t be able to attack 
the problem of health disparities in 
earnest until we do. 

Finally, it is time for the United 
States to recognize nicotine as a drug 
and regulate its use. That is why I am 
a cosponsor of Senator KENNEDY’s bill, 
S. 625, the Family Smoking Prevention 
and Tobacco Control Act. This bipar-
tisan legislation, sponsored by a major-
ity of this body, would give the Food 
and Drug Administration broad new 
authority to regulate the manufacture, 
distribution, advertising, promotion, 
sale, and use of cigarettes and smoke-
less tobacco products. Congress cannot 
in good conscience allow the Federal 
agency most responsible for protecting 
the public health to remain powerless 
to deal with the enormous risks of to-
bacco. 

In closing, I want to recognize the ex-
traordinary efforts of the American 
Cancer Society in raising awareness of 
the dangers of tobacco use and in spon-
soring the Great American Smokeout. 
Over the years, ACS has helped mil-
lions of Americans live healthier, 
longer, and fuller lives. With com-
prehensive tobacco control programs, 
indoor smoke-free workplace laws, and 
a multitude of smoking cessation re-
sources available today to help smok-
ers, there has never been a better time 
to quit. Today’s smokeout will give 

many more Americans the motivation 
to put out their last cigarette. 

f 

THE FIRES OF SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA 2007 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, in Octo-
ber, residents of San Bernardino, San 
Diego, Orange, Los Angeles, Ventura, 
Riverside, and Santa Barbara counties 
faced some of the most horrific fires in 
California’s history. At one point, 
flames driven by fierce Santa Ana 
winds forced as many as one million 
Californians to flee their homes and 
communities. 

During these firestorms, 14 people 
lost their lives. More than 100 people 
sustained injuries. Almost 3,000 struc-
tures, two-thirds of them homes, were 
destroyed. More than 500,000 acres 
burned. The impact of these tragic fires 
will be felt by the people of California 
for a long time, but we will do every-
thing we can to help rebuild the dam-
aged lives, homes, and communities. 

It is often during the very worst of 
times that we see the very best of hu-
manity. I want to express my deep ap-
preciation to all those at the local, 
county, State, and Federal levels who 
worked tirelessly to get the job done, 
including CalFire, the California Na-
tional Guard, the U.S. Forest Service, 
the U.S. Navy, the Marines, the Border 
Patrol, the National Park Service and, 
above all, the county and local fire 
agencies. 

I was deeply touched by the thou-
sands of courageous and tireless fire-
fighters who worked around the clock 
saving the lives of people caught in the 
fire’s path, battling flames, and pro-
tecting neighborhoods. Our California 
firefighters and those who traveled 
across the country to help risked their 
own lives to protect the lives and 
homes of others. We are so grateful to 
these heroes, and will never forget 
their bravery and dedication. 

Thankfully, no firefighters or public 
safety officers lost their lives during 
the fires. But several of our firefighters 
were injured, some of them seriously, 
and I send them and their families my 
best wishes for a full recovery. 

As we pay tribute to our firefighters, 
we must recognize their valor with not 
just words, but also deeds. That means 
standing up for their health and wel-
fare, particularly as they face chal-
lenges that can last a lifetime. Our 
firefighters are there for all of us when 
we need them most and they deserve 
the same. 

f 

RETIREMENT OF DENIS P. 
O’DONOVAN 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, this is an-
other one of those bittersweet mo-
ments for us all as we say goodbye to a 
member of our extended family, Denis 
O’Donovan. Denis will soon be retiring 
and bringing to a close a truly remark-
able career in the Senate. 

Denis has worked in several offices in 
the Senate during his career, but I 

would like to think he saved his best 
for his last post—as the chief clerk of 
our committee, a post he has held since 
1998. 

I remember when I first came to the 
committee and had the opportunity to 
observe Denis at work. I don’t think I 
have ever met anyone who had a better 
eye for detail, or a better sense of mak-
ing sure everything was in its proper 
place. He has a great mind for num-
bers, and anyone who has ever had to 
work with a budget knows how frus-
trating it can be to make sure all the 
columns add up and are balanced—top 
to bottom—and—left to right. 

As the Senate’s only accountant, I 
admire that kind of precision. In fact, 
I think our love of numbers may be one 
of the reasons why we got along so well 
and enjoyed each other so much. 

In the years that I have served on the 
committee, I have had the chance to 
work with Denis as its chairman and 
now, as the ranking member. No mat-
ter which party had control of the com-
mittee, Denis was always there, ready 
to help in any way he could. That is 
why he was such a good chief clerk for 
me, for Senator KENNEDY, and for all of 
us. 

Looking back, Denis has a lot to be 
proud of. He has been a part of a lot of 
the good work the committee has done 
over the years. Senator KENNEDY and I 
have brought a long list of measures to 
the Senate floor and then on to the 
President for his signature and Denis 
played an important role in every one 
of them. Thanks in no small part to 
you, Denis, we have made great 
progress on a lot of issues that will 
make life better for all Americans. 

Now Denis is about to head off to 
that thoughtful and reflective world 
known as retirement. He will finally 
have the time to finish that book—not 
the one he was writing—the one he was 
reading. For now, there will be time to 
do all those things Denis has been put-
ting off for someday. 

I have a family tradition we call the 
list of 100 things. Simply put, it is the 
to do list of all time. You put together 
a list of the 100 things you have always 
wanted to do someday—and then you 
start to get them done—one by one. It 
is a little more complicated than that, 
but I will get together with you to ex-
plain the whole procedure to you later. 
It will be one of our gifts to you on 
your retirement. 

I know what you are thinking—just 
what I wanted—more stuff to do! 

Trust me, you will enjoy this project. 
And the next time I see you, we will 
compare notes so I can see how you are 
doing in your quest for adventure in 
your retirement. 

I hope Senator KENNEDY will not 
mind, but I would like to close with a 
bit of Irish cheer for you—the words of 
a toast I have often heard, and I am 
sure you have too. 

Denis, as you leave us: 
May the road rise to meet you, 
May the wind be always at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face. 
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